

Please edit the sample letter to suit your circumstances	       Your Company headed paper or contact address. 
Delete as appropriate.                                                                                  Remember to include an email and telephone  
                                    contact direct to you.

Local MP’s Name
Address
[You can find your local MP here: https://members.parliament.uk/constituencies/
The entry will tell you which address to write to, email contact address and how to address the MP in writing]


Date: 



Dear Name of MP

I am writing on behalf of [Company name], in [Constituency name].  [Company name] employs [add XXX number] staff and provides professional services as/operates as an Event Management Company/ a Venue Finding Agency/ a Travel Management Company / a Corporate Accommodation Booking Agency /an Events Company/ an Events Venue/a Hotel etc.  working within the business events, accommodation and meetings sector which sits within the remit of DCMS, and contributes £31.2billion to the overall £70billion UK events sector.

We appreciate the Government’s commitment to provide crucial financial support for UK businesses and recognise the pace at which this much needed aid has been made available.  However, the impact of Covid-19 has not been equal across the economy and we are now asking for that wide-ranging support to be built upon and refined in a targeted and tailored way for our shattered sector. 

Government is yet to allow business meetings and events to take place and consequently the industry will be the last to recover, with no corporates planning to hold events until Q4 at the earliest and 2021 Q2 being more likely.

We are members of/supported by HBAA (Hotel Bookings Agents Association, company registration number 03442834),  a trade body whose UK based agency members work as B2B suppliers to the hospitality industry through managing and operating corporate and public sector events and accommodation bookings.

These agency members are jointly responsible for handling bookings worth over £1.2billion and in a recently published HBAA report*, the impact of the pandemic on employment in their businesses has been highlighted to devastating effect:  these are businesses that have seen no income since March.

As the report shows, despite the best intentions of the CJRS, we are already anticipating over 30% of the UK agency workforce to be made redundant. We are fearful of what is to come when these businesses are expected to contribute to furlough payments from August, when they are still not able to operate and are using their reserves to survive. We know this will result in even greater job losses as our cash reserves deplete. Those who are employed by hotels and venues in this specialised area are also at risk with many jobs already lost and more to follow.










												         /cont …



We ask for your support for urgent action on the following points which are vital to the survival of our business and our industry.

· The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme has been an essential lifeline for us and all employers in our sector to retain highly skilled staff. When it comes to ‘sharing the cost’ from August onwards, apply special support for businesses like ours which have had no income since mid-March.  Otherwise we face making unprecedented redundancies and are in danger of losing our workforce to other sectors, widening an already apparent skills gap.
· Provide PAYE payment holidays to all staff employed within the business events, accommodation and meetings sector
· Immediately make it clear to local authorities that, as part of the supply chain, the Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant is available to our sector. Remove the £51,000 eligibility limit depending on regional variances. For companies located in London or major cities, this blanket ceiling across the UK is unfair.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Press MHCLG to provide specific guidance to local authorities which recognises suppliers in our sector as being eligible for rates relief. 
· Reduce VAT on all services relating to the provision of business events, accommodation and meetings in order to stimulate the market once it is able to operate
· Allow venues and hotels to re-open for the operation of business events and meetings which are controlled, risk assessed gatherings and are needed to get UK plc moving.

During the Petitions Committee debate** in the House of Commons on 25 June we were glad to see MPs including Taiwo Owatemi and Stephen Hammond ask for specific support for our sector.  In particular, Mr Hammond requested that MHCLG need to provide prescriptive guidance on eligibility of businesses for rates relief which should include suppliers in the events sector.

Clearly these are unprecedented and difficult times, and we appreciate the landscape is changing rapidly. However, if we do not get more financial support from the Government we will not exist. 
											
I am asking for your help to raise these issues in debates, letters, live questions - whichever measures you feel will be most effective. What we need is your voice to help us raise this issue. Please represent our local concerns at a national level. 

Many of our businesses in the business events accommodation and meetings sector have been forgotten, yet we are vital to the recovery of ALL industries and collectively add an enormous contribution and value to the UK economy.

I look forward to your response.

[bookmark: _Hlk41479612]Yours sincerely 



(Name)
(Job title)

*    HBAA ‘Business Events, Accommodation and Meetings; the need for special support and a clear identity’
https://www.hbaa.org.uk/sites/default/files/HBAA%20Business%20Events%20Meetings%20and%20Accommodation%20Report_0.pdf
** Petitions Committee Debate on COVID-19 support for UK Industries 25/6/20
Add all or any of the following 
CC: 	
· Rt Hon Rishi Sunak MP - Chancellor.  Contact details here
· Rt Hon Alok Sharma - Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. Contact details here
· Nigel Huddleston MP- Assistant Government Whip and Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (Minister for Sport, Tourism and Heritage),Contact details can be found here
